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INSTRUCTIONS
History project – Task Summary

This page summarises all the tasks you have to complete. You can find details for each task at the appropriate page number.
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Task and timing
The Assignment is really just a longer version of an exam essay – but one where you have to give much more detail and examine your chosen issue in greater depth.

What to write about
It is your choice what issue you wish to research and investigate as part of your assignment. You may wish to investigate an issue you have studied as part of the course (Britain 1851-1951 or Germany 1815-1939 or Scottish Wars of Independence). For suggested topics, see Pages 6-7.
Time to research

You will be given time in class to research your chosen issue. You can also do research work at home. You can use a variety of different resources to do this (see Page 7).

Time to write up your essay

The Extended Essay is written in school, under exam conditions. You have 90 minutes (1.5 hours) to write up your final assignment.

There is no set limit on how long it should be, however you should be aiming to write one A4 page every ten minutes (meaning around 8 pages in total).
Marking instructions
The Extended Essay is worth 30 marks (one third of your final marks). Your assignment is marked based on six criteria:
· Context

Up to 3 marks

Facts about the time being studied

· Analysis
Up to 8 marks

Show links between all your factors

· Evaluation
Up to 4 marks

Showing how each factor is relevant

· References
Up to 4 marks

Using referenced information

· Knowledge
Up to 8 marks

Use of detail to support your factors

· Conclusion
Up to 3 marks

Answer your question, with evidence

	Marking summary

	Criteria
	Overall marks
	Individual marks
	Summary/Explanation

	Historical Context / Introduction
	Up to 3 marks
	3 marks
	Two points of background information and at least three factors and line of argument

	
	
	2 marks
	One point of background information and at least two factors and line of argument

	
	
	1 marks
	One point of background information and at least two factors or line of argument

	
	
	0 marks
	No context or factors

	Analysing different factors
	Up to 8 marks
	
	You will get one mark for each valid analysis point. These can include:
· Links between factors

· Links between factors and overall issue

· Links between factors and related issues

· Examples of similarities or consistency

· Examples of contradictions or inconsistency


	Criteria
	Overall marks
	Individual marks
	Summary/Explanation

	Evaluating different factors
	Up to 4 marks
	4 marks
	Numerous evaluative comments that build a clear argument and recognise alternative views

	
	
	3 marks
	Numerous evaluative comments that build a line of argument

	
	
	2 marks
	Two or more evaluative comments that address the topic being studied

	
	
	1 mark
	One evaluative comment that addresses the topic being studied

	
	
	0 marks
	No evaluation or judgements

	Using information from sources
	Up to 4 marks
	
	You will get one mark for each relevant piece of referenced information (at least four needed).
e.g. Historian Neil Oliver, during the BBC’s History of Scotland documentary says that…

	Using knowledge to support factors
	Up to 8 marks
	
	You will get one mark for each relevant piece of referenced information (at least eight needed).



	Coming to a conclusion
	Up to 3 marks
	3 marks
	Overall judgement (answer) given; conclusion discusses all factors; Evidence/reasons given for conclusion

	
	
	2 marks
	Overall judgement (answer) given; conclusion discusses all factors

	
	
	1 mark
	Overall judgement (answer) given

	
	
	0 marks
	No overall judgement


For a guide (with examples) on how to write each of the criteria, read Pages 11-17.
TASK 1 – Choose a theme/topic
These two pages give suggestions on possible topics - but the final choice is yours. However you should discuss any decision with your teacher.
You can choose a topic of your choice but it may be easier to investigate a topic you have studied during the Higher course. Consider the following:

· Your topic should be based on a question that you can analyse

· Essay titles should not be too complicated

· Past paper questions are a good source of question ideas

Your question should start with one the following phrases:

· To what extent?

· How fully?

· How important?

· “Insert quote.” How valid is this view?

Possible theme/topics
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TASK 2 – Planning your research

You have to carry out research to find out about your topic. However you don’t just want to read lots of sources and write down facts which might not help you write the final essay.

Your first task is to identify up to six issues to help focus your research.

At this point you should do some basic background reading, and also refer to the work that you covered in class so far.
For example: 
if you were studying the extent to which that Britain could be considered a democracy in 1918, you might examine:

· Who had the right to vote
· The range of political parties to vote for

· The extent of education and newspaper influence

· Equality of public representation

· Secret ballots and political corruption

· Ability (or otherwise) of all adults to get elected

By identifying six issues, it makes it easier for you to look for relevant information to write your essay.
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TASK 3 – Research your topic

To complete your report you should research a range of different sources. You should take notes of what you find. There are two stages to this:
1) 
You must write down details of your source

e.g.
if it’s a book, write the author, title and year published
[John Lewis Gaddes, ‘The Cold War’, 2005]

2) 
Write down any relevant or useful notes. Summarise them or use short quotes but do not simply copy large sections of text.
You may want to investigate each research topic (Page 8) separately.
***
It is good practice in your final essay to identify the sources of your information (Historiography) e.g. “As historian Paul Johnson argues”. This is especially true as part of your analysis to give alternative views.
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** TIP: Search for helpful book quotes using Google Scholar. **
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TASK 4 – The Assignment
The Assignment is similar to exam essays but requires much greater detail and analysis.
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Introduction
1a) Describe background to your topic (facts about events which took place during the time in question)


1b)  Explain what your question is and indicate a likely line of argument

1c)  Outline the specific issues you will discuss
Main section
Discuss up to six reasons/issues relevant to your topic.

For each reason/issue you discuss, you should:


2a)  Explain background facts about the issue


2b)  Analysis – how does this factor link with others?

2c)  Evaluation – how important is this factor? What is your evidence for this?

NOTE: You should not treat all six issues as though they are equally important. You will get credit for explaining importance throughout.
Conclusion
3a) Summarise all of the main section findings

3b)  Answer the question


3c)  Use evidence to justify your view
TASK 5 –The Plan sheet

In order to help you write your final Assignment you are allowed to take an A4 plan sheet into the write-up session.
There is no word limit on this. The final Plan Sheet must be submitted along with the final assignment. However you cannot just write your assignment – the plan must clearly show the marker who you intended doing.
*** 
If you fail to submit an essay plan you will lose up to ten marks.
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***
You should type your final plan. This will make it neat and easy for you to read when completing the write-up.
How to write – Context/Introduction

	Criteria
	Overall marks
	Individual marks
	Summary/Explanation

	Historical Context / Introduction
	Up to 3 marks
	3 marks
	Two points of background information and at least three factors and line of argument

	
	
	2 marks
	One point of background information and at least two factors and line of argument

	
	
	1 marks
	One point of background information and at least two factors or line of argument

	
	
	0 marks
	No context or factors


Your introduction needs to include the following points:

· At least 2 background facts about the period of history you are discussing
· Explain what the question you are answering is, and give an indication of your line of argument (what your conclusion will be)

· Explain the factors you will discuss as part of your essay (3-6 factors)
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Until 1928, Britain went through a series of major political changes that transformed the country into a democracy. The 1928 Equal Franchise Act finally gave women the same voting rights as men (all people aged 21 and over had the right to vote). Other significant reforms included paying MPs and introducing the right for people to vote in secret. [2 x Background facts] A huge debate exists amongst historians about the main reason that these democratic changes took place, [Question topic] with many in particular highlighting the role of industrialisation in bringing about political reform. Whilst industrial change does appear to be the main reason for this change, [Line of argument] other issues such as political advantage, the effect of World War One and pressure group campaigns must be analysed too. [Factors]
How to write – Analysis

	Criteria
	Overall marks
	Individual marks
	Summary/Explanation

	Analysing different factors
	Up to 8 marks
	
	You will get one mark for each analysis point, including:

· Links between factors

· Links between factors and overall issue

· Links between factors and related issues

· Examples of similarities or consistency

· Examples of contradictions or inconsistency


Analysis is really a debate – it is about you showing that you are aware of different views and links between issues. For example:

· “Factor 1 and Factor 2 are linked because…”
· “Factor 3 can be said to have caused and prevented the issue…”
· “Factors 4 and 5 have a similar impact because…”
· Combined, Factors 6 and 7 both affected the issue because…”
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Although World War One clearly had an impact on the development of democracy this issue returns us once more to the impact of industrialisation. The First World War was partly caused by growing economic rivalry between the major powers, which was largely caused by industrialisation, suggesting this is a major reason for Britain becoming a democracy. [Link between factors]
The Suffragettes have a strange role in the fight for democracy. On the one hand there is no doubt that there violent campaign succeeded in getting them publicity which forced the government to take account of their demands. However this violence equally allowed the government to refuse their demands as they could not be seen to give in to terrorism. [Example of Contradiction within a factor]
How to write – Evaluation

	Criteria
	Overall marks
	Individual marks
	Summary/Explanation

	Evaluating different factors
	Up to 4 marks
	4 marks
	Numerous evaluative comments that build a clear argument and recognise alternative views

	
	
	3 marks
	Numerous evaluative comments that build a line of argument

	
	
	2 marks
	Two or more evaluative comments that address the topic being studied

	
	
	1 mark
	One evaluative comment that addresses the topic being studied

	
	
	0 marks
	No evaluation or judgements


Evaluation is where you summarise your factor and its importance to your overall topic. It is a good idea to write an evaluation sentence at the end of each section (although it can be written during it too).

In an Evaluation comment you are explaining to the markers exactly why your evidence is relevant and how important it is. For example:

· Factor 1 only had a small impact on issue because…
· Factor 2 is clearly a hugely significant influence on issue because…
· Factor 3 is very important because … although others disagree because…
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The growing demand for votes expressed in pressure group campaigns persuaded many politicians that it was inevitable the franchise would be widened. The Liberals’ 1918 decision to support the extension of the vote to all men and women over 30, which many in the party had previously opposed, was clearly partly based on this. However the fact that ‘New Liberals’ such as Lloyd George and Churchill were genuinely supportive of an extension of the right to vote means it would be wrong to say that political advantage is an especially big factor in Britain becoming a democracy. [Evaluative comment]
How to write – Facts from sources

	Criteria
	Overall marks
	Individual marks
	Summary/Explanation

	Using information from sources
	Up to 4 marks
	
	You will get one mark for each relevant piece of referenced information (at least four needed).

e.g. Historian Neil Oliver, during the BBC’s History of Scotland documentary says that…
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However in her book ‘Votes for Women 1860-1928’, Paula Bartley argues that the fact only married women over 30 received the vote – when single, under 30s were the main female workers – undermines the idea that women’s war work was a major reason in Britain becoming a full democracy. [Referenced fact]
How to write – Own knowledge

	Criteria
	Overall marks
	Individual marks
	Summary/Explanation

	Using knowledge to support factors
	Up to 8 marks
	
	You will get one mark for each relevant piece of information (eight marks available).
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There were a range of pressure groups engaged in trying to change the democratic face of Britain. One of the most famous of these was the Chartists, who campaigned for six reforms including annual parliaments and universal suffrage for all men over the age of 21. [Fact from own knowledge]
How to write – The Conclusion

	Criteria
	Overall marks
	Individual marks
	Summary/Explanation

	Coming to a conclusion
	Up to 3 marks
	3 marks
	Overall judgement (answer) given; conclusion discusses all factors; Evidence/reasons given for conclusion

	
	
	2 marks
	Overall judgement (answer) given; conclusion discusses all factors

	
	
	1 mark
	Overall judgement (answer) given

	
	
	0 marks
	No overall judgement


Your conclusion must do the following:

· Summarise all your main factors and their influence

· [Most important] Answer the question with a clear statement

· Use evidence to explain why you have reached this conclusion
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Britain’s conversion to democracy did not come about because of one single issue, rather it was a combination of various different factors. The need to thank soldiers and women who played a key role in winning the First World War makes this a compelling issue, however the desire of political parties to win support by extending the vote to certain groups is clearly relevant too. Pressure groups also raised public awareness of the campaigns and allowed all people to participate, although violent actions sometimes hurt the campaign. [Summary of all factors] However the most important factor in Britain becoming democratic was clearly industrialisation. [Overall judgement/answer] The rise of working class identity was brought about thanks to the mass workplaces and urban living which were features of the industrial revolution. Trade unions, pressure groups and the Labour Party grew out of this identity, supporting the conclusion that industrialisation is the main reason for democracy in the UK. [Evidence/reason for conclusion]
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Theme: Scottish Wars of Independence, 1249-1328





“Without Andrew Murray, William Wallace would not have achieved as much as he did.” How valid is this view?


How important was the Declaration of Arbroath in helping Scots secure its independence in 1328?


To what extent was the Battle of Bannockburn a defeat for the English rather than a victory for the Scots?





Theme: Britain 1851-1951





How fully did the 1906-1914 Liberal Reforms meet the needs of the British people?


To what extent were the actions of the Suffragettes the main reason that women gained the vote in 1918?


“The 1906-1914 Liberal governments would never have introduced social reforms without the actions of anti-poverty campaigners.” How valid is this view?


How accurate is it to describe Britain in 1918 as a full democracy?


How effectively did the 1945-51 Labour governments meet the needs of the British people?


To what extent were the 1906-1914 Liberal Social Reforms introduced due to the need to improve Britain’s military?





Theme: Germany 1815-1939





How fully do economic policies explain how the Nazis maintained control of Germany between 1933 and 1939?


To what extent can Otto Von Bismarck be credited with achieving German unification in 1871?


“By 1850 political nationalism had made little progress in Germany.” How valid is this view?


To what extent was resentment towards Prussia among the German states the main obstacle to German unification by 1850?


 “If it was not for the Treaty of Versailles, the Nazis would never have taken control of Germany.” How valid is this view?





Once you choose your theme/topic, fill in the details on your Summary Sheet





Read some background facts about your topics


Identify up to six relevant issues for your research


Fill in these details on your Summary Sheet








* Internet websites	* Newspapers		* Books


* Magazines		* Letters			* Diaries


* Visits/field trips	* Interviews		* TV/film		





Use different sources to research the topic


Keep notes of your research, including the source


Start a new sheet for each different source you use


Use the Research Summary booklet 





Historiography: identify the source of facts, information and argument








What you can include


A plan which outlines all the factors you will discuss


Detail these factors in the order you intend to discuss them


Include evidence to support your factors


Include historians’ quotations or views


Notes from a documentary you have watched


Details of internet search results


Show how to intend to introduce and conclude your essay


Mind maps and colour can be used








What you cannot include


A simple list of facts without any clear plan for what you will write


Your entire assignment to be copied during the write-up
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